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Dear Friends,
 
Welcome to the Like Never Before Journey Guide that 
will guide you through the spiritual journey WACC will be 
taking in the next month. I have a great expectancy for what 
God is going to do in and through us as we unify in our 
prayer, our study of the Scriptures, small group discussions, 
and in each of us taking sacrificial steps of faith.

Whether your journey at WACC has just begun, or if you 
have been a part of WACC for years, I invite you to join with 
me in this journey. My prayer is that God will use WACC to 
share the gospel like never before, to disciple the next 
generation like never before, and to love our city and 
world like never before. I believe God has you at WACC, at 
this time, to play an integral role in this vision. 

Please join me now in looking through the Journey Guide so 
you can get familiar with the tools it provides, and you are 
ready for all that is to come. The official journey begins 
on Sunday, November 5th. Bring this Journey Guide with 
you to the worship gathering that Sunday.

If you have any questions on the journey ahead, please feel 
free to email me at johnr@wacc.net. May you experience 
God’s blessing in your life in the season ahead, like never 
before.

John Riley

LIKE
NEVER
BEFORE



Just work through the booklets & sections.
 
VISION GUIDE
Get familiar with why we are going on the Like Never Before 
spiritual journey and what’s in store in the coming days. 
Familiarize yourself as to where WACC has been and where God 
is leading us in the future. Insert the Like Never Before Vision 
Guide you received into this section of your Journey Guide. You 
can also find the Vision Guide at http://LikeNeverBefore.wacc.net. 
 
SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES
Starting Sunday, November 5 and ending December 3, we 
will unfold the heart of the Like Never Before journey in each 
message that is preached. Bring your Journey Guide and Bible 
with you each Sunday to take notes as John teaches what it looks 
like to surrender, listen, obey, sacrifice, and worship like never 
before. You’ll notice that each week, there is a Family Connection 
portion on the notes as well. Use this as a conversation starter 
with your kids, because they are going to be involved in this at 
their level in their Sunday programming as well.
 
SMALL GROUP & FAMILY DISCUSSION GUIDE
This section is a guide for your Community Group, family, or 
any other group of people you want to invite to join you on 
this journey. Each week you will have a Bible Study with follow 
up discussion questions, reflections and applications, prayer, 
and a memory verse. This journey we are all on is as much a 
spiritual growth time as it is a time of vision casting and financial 
commitment.



PRAYER
In this section, you will find selected Bible passages and prayer 
points to use as we seek God and how He wants each of us to 
be a part of his story at WACC. This is a great place to spend 
time with your family and in personal time with Jesus. 

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE
Journey through 30 days of devotions that John Riley has 
prepared to focus our hearts around spiritual renewal both for 
you individually and corporately for us as a community at WACC.

INFO | VISION | FAQ’s
This section provides answers to many of the common questions 
people have already been asking about Like Never Before. You 
can also email your questions to likeneverbefore@wacc.net.
 
COMMITMENT GUIDE
This section offers guidance about what you need to know in 
order to make a commitment at the end of the Like Never 
Before journey. This section will prepare you to thoughtfully, 
prayerfully, make your commitment on Sunday, December 3. 
 
LIKE NEVER BEFORE WEBSITE
If at any point of the journey you are looking for information, please 
visit the Like Never Before website. It’s your one-stop location for 
frequent updates, resources, videos, personal stories and more. 
Visit it often by going to http://likeneverbefore.wacc.net.



We exist to bring Jesus to people and Jesus to people.

This is the vision of WACC because we believe there is no higher 
priority than people coming to know, love, and follow Jesus. Jesus was 
clear through his life and ministry that his reason for coming to earth 
was to search for and save every precious human being.

At WACC, we hold the conviction that Jesus’ ministry is not yet 
complete. There are over half a million people within ten minutes of 
WACC, and God loves each of them. We are called to bring Jesus 
to them so that families grow in faith, marriages are restored, kids 
discover God’s love, people recover from brokenness, and each person 
discovers God’s purpose for their lives.

Jesus told his followers: “Anyone who believes in me will do the same 
works I have done, and even greater works.” And we believe this is still 
true today. We believe God wants to use WACC to share the gospel, 
disciple the next generation, and love our community like never before. 
In order to partner with God in this great mission, we are going to need 
to do things like never before. We will need to surrender, listen, obey, 
sacrifice, worship, and give like never before.

As we do this, I believe we are going to see an outpouring of incredible 
blessing on our community and world. I believe the doors of our 
church will be opened wider so thousands more can come and hear 
the message of Jesus in a new worship center and chapel. I believe the 
next generation will find a place where they can discover what it means 
to grow in grace in a renovated children’s building. And I believe the 
most vulnerable families in Whittier and in Malawi will experience 
incredible compassion as we pour out our generosity toward them.

As we do this, we believe God is going to use Whittier Area Community 
Church like never before.
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During their visit to WACC one weekend, Anthony and his wife, Denisa, 
were moved by a sermon series about the power of recognizing the 
open doors God puts in front of us. It was during the visit that they 
sensed God was opening a door for them to move to Whittier. Soon 
after their transition, they committed to attending WACC and followed 
God’s leading to connect with others by joining a Community Group. 
The connections they made with the other Community Group members 
made them feel blessed and encouraged in so many ways. It was through 
prayer and discussion about life’s challenges that they built friendships 
and relationships in community that demonstrated the love and grace of 
Jesus. The positive experience of listening to God’s leading, trusting him 
with their lives, and growing in community allowed them to now become 
leaders in their own Community Group to continue to grow in their 
relationship with God. Anthony and Denisa are now pouring into other 
young couples as they share their experience of trusting God’s leading 
and walking through the open doors he provides.        



Ron was sitting in church one Sunday and the Holy Spirit was 
tugging on his heart. As John Riley shared about Community 
Groups and an upcoming opportunity to lead one, Ron felt 
like God wanted him to take a step out in faith. Ron decided 
to attend the information gathering on leading a Community 
Group. When Ron showed up to the leader meeting, he said 
that he questioned himself as to why he was there. Though 
Ron felt unqualified and he had no idea how God was 
going to use him.  Ron and his wife, Jamie, agreed to lead 
a Community Group on Thursday nights, not knowing who 
would be placed in their group, but willing to trust God in the 
process. They found that their group was made up of a unique 
mix of people where deep relationships quickly formed. The 
members of the group, through Ron and Jaime’s leadership, 
have connected and grown in unexpected ways that continue 
to demonstrate their trusting God’s leading.  The group often 
saves seats for one other during Sunday services and began 
serving together in other ministries as well. Ron, Jamie, and 
the rest of the members of their group care for one another 
through the challenges and tough situations that are all a part 
life. The power of community and doing life together has 
shown Ron and Jamie how God’s plan for their lives is greater 
than their own understanding.



“Before WACC, I didn’t really understand who Jesus and God were, 
but then once I got introduced to WACC, and was introduced to the 
message of love and sacrifice of Jesus, I more deeply understood God’s 
power. It has helped me grow an even larger relationship with the Lord. 
I’ve also created some amazing relationships with new people in my 
small group and participating in life-changing experiences like the 
Navajo Mission Trip and winter camp.”    - Sadie
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From the beginning we’ve been convinced that if people could get a clear 
picture of who Jesus is, they will embrace him as their savior. But how will 
they see him unless there is a place with enough room for them to come 
and experience him? In the light of all that God has done at WACC, we are 
poised for the next chapter in our history of sharing the gospel and seeing 
lives transformed for God’s glory. We believe that the redemptive potential 
is massive and the time has come for us to take this step.

 
Our prayer is that every person and family who call WACC 
home will be involved in the Like Never Before journey 
through a process of sincere and diligent prayer, willingness 
to be used by God, and simple obedience to follow the 
leading of the Holy Spirit in sacrificial generosity.





Our facilities have been a great place for growth as thousands of lives 
have been impacted and changed forever. However, we have outgrown 
the current space. We’ve outgrown the preschool area, Worship Center 
and the classrooms… all of it. With a larger Worship Center and renovated 
children’s facilities, we can easily imagine the multiplied numbers of 
children, singles, moms and dads, teens, and grandparents as we make 
room for all of them, their lives changed forever, just like ours have been.
 
 





The time has come to build a brand new worship center to house the growth 
that routinely maxes out our current facility.

Construction of a new 1,800 seat auditorium, equipped with quality technology, 
stadium seating, and a chapel will create a dynamic environment for worship 
and ministry, while maintaining the feel of a close-knit church family.

 





We will be able to provide expanded and renovated space for our 
Nursery, Early Childhood and Elementary Kids, and also our students 
in Junior High and High School. Additional space will allow us to 
have greater impact with the next generation.
  



We see evidence of God doing incredible work through the 
Body at WACC. We see it in many first-time decisions to follow 
Jesus, changed lives, sacrificial giving to the poor and needy, and 
consistent attendance growth ministry-wide. It is evident that God 
has called this congregation to fill a unique role in the Whittier 
area.
 
We look around us and see there are still so many in our community 
who do not yet know Jesus, so many people seeking connection, 
so many parents who long to raise their families with values, and 
grandparents who want the best for their grandchildren. We 
believe God wants to use WACC like never before to bring Jesus 
to thousands of people and thousands of people to Jesus.
 
The cost will be high, but the vision is worthy of the sacrifice.



Like Never Before represents a commitment from our church 
family to continue our growth to reach more people, to continue 
the mission of Jesus in this world, and to fulfill God’s purposes for 
us. We hope to raise $17 million through an aggressive three-year 
capital campaign that will provide a number of benefits to our 
church family and our community:
 
• A new worship center.
• Allow for more space to increase the capacity and variety of our 

children and youth ministries.
• Provide a larger and more welcoming space for fellowship 

before and after services.
• Unleash compassion for the most vulnerable in Whittier and Malawi.
• Help us reach out and be more inclusive and diverse.
• Expand our capacity for services and events.
 
At its core, Like Never Before is about much more than buildings or 
finances. It’s a spiritual journey about opening our hands and hearts 
to all that God wants to do in us and through us. Jesus once used a 
handful of people with no connections or resources to change the 
world - imagine what he could do with us.

We encourage you to spend the coming weeks asking God what 
part he would have you play in this historic season in the life of our 
church. Get started by praying along with our entire church body 
every day during the next several weeks:
            
Jesus, what do you want to do through me?
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Tell me what is “Like Never Before”?
Like Never Before describes the three year spiritual growth journey we are 
on together at WACC. This is the God-given vision to expand our ministry 
capacity and share the gospel like never before. Because we believe God 
wants to use WACC to disciple current and future generations like never 
before we must expand our campus, providing the ministry tools that will 
enable us be effective for generations. Yes, Like Never Before is a title, 
but it’s more than that, it’s a vision for loving the Whittier area and the world 
like never before through providing a new worship center, chapel, and 
renovated kids building. As a result of this expanded capacity we will be 
positioned to bring Jesus to people, and people to Jesus like never before. 

How will making room for more help WACC grow?
Available seating at optimal inviting hours is a challenge. In fact, in many areas 
of our campus we are already at maximum capacity and routinely surpassing 
it. We’re ready to increase seating through a new worship center and open 
up space through a courtyard, and large lobby for people to hang out and 
experience a loving community like they’ve never encountered before. Like 
Never Before is a journey that will make room in our hearts for the people 
God is eager to entrust to us, and also create room on our campus for our 
children, friends, neighbors – and their children... for generations to come. 
 
How much money are we going to need?
$17 million is our estimated financial need... which is hard to write, but 
when you realize that it will serve our congregation of almost 3000 weekly 
attenders, our 1,000 participants in ministry activities, and position Whittier 
Area Community Church to reach twice the number of people, it becomes 
necessary and compelling. That is a God sized number, but he wants to 
partner with us in the miracle of provision. Israel was given the promised 
land, but had to take and occupy it. Like Never Before, we believe, will 
raise enough money to complete the construction of our campus that will 
serve generations of people.
 
Is this too big of a project for our church?
This is a God-sized vision and will take a miraculous work of God to complete. 
But the Bible is filled with stories of tasks and projects that were God-sized 
and seemingly impossible but became possible through the working of 
God in and through his people. Most growing churches discover that their 
ministry needs often exceed their capacity. This “challenge” is actually 
healthy, because it requires the church leadership and congregation to 



seek Jesus, and to exercise faith in him, step by step. Like Never Before 
is part of God’s unfolding story for WACC so whatever is raised, it is part 
of his plan. The story unfolds as we move forward in sacrificial, joyful, and 
consistent generosity. 

Why not plant more churches or new WACC locations?
God has generously provided for the ministry of WACC through our 
current location and campus. When our founders purchased our current 
site, it was with the belief that God would use this location and property 
in extraordinary ways to bring people to Jesus. With that conviction they 
sacrificed to provide not only our current buildings, but they also provided 
for the infrastructure for our future worship center. The build out of our 
campus is the completion of a vision that goes back more than 40 years. 
Someday God may lead us to have more campuses. Currently Like Never 
Before enables us to maximize the campus God has given us and, in the 
future, to use it as a stronger base to reach out to our community and 
world. God desires strong, healthy, growing churches in every community, 
and it’s our desire to be wise stewards of the resources he has given us and 
follow his leading regarding Like Never Before, and when he leads us in 
the addition of campuses and church plants, we will respond. 

Won’t people just come from other churches?
Our goal, and our mission, is to reach people who don’t know Jesus or who 
have walked away from him. Although sometimes other churches can feel 
like we’re drawing their attenders, this is never our intent. At WACC, we 
have always been intent on bringing Jesus to people who are lost, broken, 
hurting, and searching for answers. When we look at the Whittier area 
demographics, the potential for every church to reach people is enormous. 
We all need each other. The harvest is plentiful. The reality is, there are so 
many more people than there are churches to reach them. We will do what 
we have been called to do and continue to partner with other churches so 
that together many, many more will be brought to Jesus. 

What if we don’t raise $17 million over the next several years?
It is our intent that we will meet our estimated financial need of $17million 
over the next three years. If we do not raise all the needed funds, we 
will proceed in a prudent manner with the projects, giving primacy to 
the Worship Center and Chapel, with the goal of completing the kids 
expansion as soon as possible. The Church Board will consider whether 
any responsible debt (loans from church family, foundations, credit union or 
bank) is needed to move forward. We are in a favorable time for borrowing 
money at historically low rates. The impact of any debt will be weighed 
against cost and impact on ministries. However, we want to complete this 
project and be debt free in the shortest time possible. Our sacrificial giving 
through Like Never Before will be key in how we proceed. 



Why not build an even larger Worship Center?
There are several factors we considered in the selection of a 1800 seat 
worship center. First, 1800 seats doubles our current capacity. Second, we 
have enough parking to support that size. Third, we will be able provide 
enough children’s ministry space to support the increase in children that 
1800 seats will bring. A larger worship center would create infrastructure 
issues that would be difficult to resolve. Through the use of multiple services 
we will be able to reach several thousand more people with the gospel. 

Are there more phases to come?
Beyond providing a new worship center and renovated kids building, our 
desire at some point is to turn our current worship center into a community 
center for use by WACC and our Whittier community. In reality our current 
campus and buildings serve our Whittier community, and this will just 
enhance our ability to welcome our community and minister to them. 

How long is the giving commitment?
36 months... We’ll come together as a church on Commitment Sunday 
(December 3) to make our sacrificial commitments to Like Never Before. 
Then on December 17 we will have our “Launch Offering” where we’ll have 
the opportunity to bring the first portion of our 36-month commitment and 
give together as a community. Like Never Before will officially conclude 
in December 2020 – with a party like you’ve never seen to celebrate all the 
incredible things God will do between now and then!
 
Is my giving to Like Never Before in addition to my regular giving?
It is above and beyond. The opportunity created by Like Never Before 
allows us the privilege to give above and beyond what we are currently 
giving, stepping into a place of sacrifice and faith to partner with Jesus 
in reaching more of his lost children. Shifting your current giving from the 
General Fund or Global Fund to give to the the Building Fund instead does 
not help us achieve our goals.
 
When will we be finished with these projects?
Our hope is that we will complete these projects within the next three 
years. Construction will create some real logistical challenges, but these will 
be short-lived and well worth the challenge when we throw open the doors 
to our city wider than ever before with the grand opening of our 1,800 
seat auditorium, new chapel, and expanded kids space. This will become a 
place where even more people will meet with God, the lonely and broken 
will be enfolded into the WACC community, and where the unconvinced 
discover the amazing love of Jesus
 



So, how do you want me to participate in Like Never Before?
First, accept the challenge to engage in the spiritual journey. Start by praying 
for people in your life yet to be reached. Pray for what God would want to 
do in and through you. Let him speak to your heart and simply respond to his 
leading. Second, take the time to go through the materials we will be using to 
prepare us to hear from God. Be diligent in attending the Like Never Before 
5-week message series beginning November 5, using the daily devotional, 
prayer points, and commitment guide. On Sunday December 3rd, we are 
asking each individual or household to evaluate their priorities and spending, 
consider their current and future resources, and determine how much could 
be given above their normal general giving that would reflect true sacrifice. 
We are not believing for equal gifts, but equal sacrifice as God directs.

I will give to Like Never Before, so why is it necessary to make a 3 
year commitment?
Giving with intentionality is a demonstration of faith and Christian maturity. 
It’s one thing to throw in some change, or give a few dollars here and there, 
but when we make a plan and commit to a specific amount, we are showing 
God that his plans are a priority for us. Also, our faith commitments are the 
only tool we have to know how to move forward in planning. In 2 Corinthians 
9:1-11, the Apostle Paul reveals that a specific amount of funds were 
needed for ministry, that the Corinthians had made commitments to meet 
that need, the plan was being executed upon, and Paul now reminds them 
to follow-through on their commitments. Thus, making faith commitments 
enables us to plan wisely, grow in our faith, and be encouraged when we 
need it. Our heart attitude toward giving to Like Never Before should 
be one of excitement and generosity, not forced or with reluctance. The 
best way to anticipate the opportunity for a cheerful gift is to plan for it by 
making a faith commitment and seeing it through.Through this, we can trust 
God that “you will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on 
every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to 
God.” (2 Corinthians 9:11)

I am young, and  I don’t have much money. Does it matter?
David was a shepherd boy who killed a giant. Mary was a teenager when 
Gabriel told her she’d be the mother of Jesus. You’re never too young 
to serve God, and one of the best ways to become a person of great 
generosity in the future is to start today. Get involved today with your little 
and watch God multiply it into a great provision for the thousands to come 
to Jesus in the years ahead.



I don’t have much money, so why should I give?
The Bible is full of stories of people, compelled by God to sacrifice, who 
made a difference through their obedience to him. A sub-theme of Like 
Never Before is “Not Equal Giving, but Equal Sacrifice.” We are simply 
asking everyone to go on the spiritual journey, asking God, “What do 
you want me to do?” And then respond in obedience. This means that 
the gifts that are committed will be of different sizes, but will all represent 
sacrifice. The widow gave the last pennies she owned. Zacchaeus gave half 
of everything he owned. Mary brought an alabaster jar to Jesus that was 
worth one year’s wages. In 2 Corinthians 8:2-3, the Macedonian Christians 
were living in extreme poverty and their hearts welled up in extreme 
generosity “giving according to their means and beyond their means,” 
which means they committed money by faith that they didn’t have yet. In 
fact, the spiritual journey of the Macedonians that brought them to that 
level of sacrificial generosity is a model for us: “They gave themselves first 
to the Lord, then (second) to us, according (third) to the will of God” - 2 
Corinthians 8:1. Every one of these gifts was born out of a heart to do God’s 
will, and every gift was rejoiced over, and necessary in accomplishing God’s 
purposes. It will take every gift from the smallest to the largest, and every 
gift in-between to meet our financial need.

I would really like to become debt free before I give. Isn’t it better if 
I give after I am out of debt?
God’s greatest concern is that we become generous. Debt itself isn’t 
necessarily bad or good; it’s how we manage debt that matters. Everyone 
has ebbs and flows in their financial resources, but everyone can contribute 
to the work of God. The principle of giving is a higher priority so that people 
can be reached, more families can be restored, and above all, more lost 
people can be brought  to Jesus. While you manage and eliminate your 
debt, don’t forget that God wants to make you a generous person. When 
you are generous to Like Never Before you are making a way for blessing 
to come to others, which has a way of providing you with great satisfaction. 
The truth is, it’s not either/or, but both/and.

Are commitments a binding pledge?
No, we are not asking for pledges, but faith commitments. You are 
committing by faith what you believe to be God’s will. But there is room for 
adjusting this amount up or down anytime over the 3 year giving phase. 
While you will receive updates on giving, you will not be badgered if you 
are unable to meet your faith commitment.



Ok, what does this look like in my life?

Think about it in three commitment parts:  Able, Sacrifice, and Faith. 

1 ABLE This portion comes from funds that are currently available in your 
budget, which God may be asking you to give. This is excess income over 
existing expenses – what you’ve been saving or have saved.

2 SACRIFICE This amount is a total of what you could free up by cutting 
expenses, reducing your lifestyle, or liquidating assets to generate 
additional funds. Use the Commitment Guide booklet in this, your Journey 
Guide, to help you determine your level of sacrifice.

3 FAITH This amount is discerned by prayer. Ask God to reveal to you an 
amount that he would have you trust him with to provide above what you 
are able to give and above what you can make a sacrifice to free up in 
your budget. This amount is a step of faith – you can’t see anywhere that 
it would come from. The idea is that you pray asking God to provide over 
the next three years this amount, which he has placed on your heart prior to 
submitting your commitment card. The real faith comes when you actually 
receive unexpected amounts and are able to follow through in giving them 
Like Never Before.

When do I start the devotions?
Start the devotions on Monday, October 30

A final word?
Our goal is 100% of WACC praying and participating sacrificially in Like 
Never Before. We will then trust God for the results, and move forward in 
the timetable which makes the most sense. If everyone at WACC commits 
to going through the process of the spiritual journey, and then responds 
as God directs, we believe extraordinary things will happen. It really is 
about allowing God to do the impossible inside you so that he can do the 
impossible through you. So join us in the spiritual journey of trusting God 
like never before - big, small, and all. 

What if I have more questions?
Email your questions to likeneverbefore@wacc.net.



HTTP://LIKENEVERBEFORE.WACC.NET


