
 

30 DAY DEVOTIONAL





As we launch into this Like Never Before journey, I want to 
encourage you to set aside some quiet time each day to 
reflect on God’s Word, to pray, and to ask for God’s wisdom. 
This 30 Day Devotional Guide is a tool to help you facilitate 
that experience. Please join with the church and I as we 
share in this journey together. 

The 30 Day Devotional Guide is broken down into three 
main sections. The first ten days of this journey will be 
spent putting God first in our lives and trusting him to be 
our master, even in the most difficult life issues we face. The 
second ten days will be about surrender. The last ten days 
will discuss what that surrender entails for each of us. Before 
you begin, ask the Holy Spirit to guide you each day and to 
work in your heart like never before.

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you 
wherever you go.”  JOSHUA 1:9



PUTTING GOD FIRST
 

SCRIPTURE PSALM 63:1-4
 
O God, you are my God; I earnestly search for you. My soul thirsts for you; 
my whole body longs for you in this parched and weary land where there 
is no water. I have seen you in your sanctuary and gazed upon your power 
and glory. Your unfailing love is better than life itself; How I praise you! I will 
praise you as long as I live, lifting up my hands to you in prayer.
 
REFLECT WORSHIP IS VITAL TO MY PURPOSE
 
Lately, I have been struck by how many of our days are consumed with 
busyness. It is so easy to be inundated by work, emails, social media, and a 
frenzy of activities that can leave us tired and empty at the end of the day. 
Sometimes I wonder, have we lost our way in the busyness of our schedules? 
Are we living for the things that matter most? Are these the things that 
will really satisfy my soul? Am I really pursuing Jesus in the whirlwind of 
accomplishments? Just how high is following God on my to do list? 

As I read through the Psalms, it seems to me that David must have wrestled 
these same questions. And it seems that David became convinced that 
before everything he did, worshipping God became the main thing. 
Everything else then flowed out of that.

You and I too were made to worship, and if we are to fulfill our highest and 
best purpose in this life, we must acknowledge our lives exist to bless God. 
Do you ever have this thought occur to you, like David, “Your unfailing love 
is better than life itself.” If I am going to develop a heart that pursues God 
and his mission in my world, I must come to believe this is true. There is 
nothing that will satisfy or fulfill me like his love and his purposes for me. 

So start your day today, not with your phone or emails, but with your heart 
set before him. Worship God with your words, thank him from your heart, 
and watch how God brings new life to your day.
 
In Luke 19:37-38, as Jesus was approaching Jerusalem, near the descent of 
the Mount of Olives, we read that the whole crowd of the people around 
him began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles which 
they had seen. They shouted these words: “Blessed is the King who comes 
in the name of the Lord; Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” May 
our hearts and minds cry out these same words in worship of Jesus this day, 
and in all the days to come.
 



PRAYER
God, teach me to worship you, to acknowledge you as first in my life. So 
many things crowd my day and often I am not worshipful. I want to learn the 
lessons you taught David. I want to be a person after your heart, and I know 
that begins with worship. Holy Spirit draw me into praise and adoration as 
you transform my heart. Amen.
 

NOTES



PUTTING GOD FIRST
 
 
SCRIPTURE  PSALM 8:4-6
 
What are mortals that you should think of us, mere humans that you should 
care for us? For you made us only a little lower than God, and you crowned 
us with glory and honor. You put us in charge of everything you made, 
giving us authority over all things.

 
REFLECT  GOD HAS GIVEN YOU AMAZING POSSIBILITIES
 
God’s desires for every single one of us to experience closeness with him. 
He looks on us with incredible love and with a vision of all that we will 
become. He has a much higher view than many of us have of ourselves.

David writes: he has “crowned us with glory.” That is an extraordinary 
statement to make. Yet when you look at the things humans can accomplish, 
we shouldn’t be surprised. He has set us apart from all creation and put his 
image in us. He has given us authority and possibility to touch and change 
destiny in this life and in the next.

Today, do you think you are you using your God given glory for his good? 
Have you chosen to make a difference in eternity? These decisions all impact 
how we live and what we value. Do you value people more than things? Do 
you sacrifice to invest in others? Do you live daily like you believe you are 
the crown of all creation?

Jesus has made it clear we belong to him and he has destiny to set before 
us. It is his desire to draw us into deep relationship with him and then use 
us to impact others. He has put his glory on you for a reason larger than 
you. Surrender yourself to him today, and ask him to give you a vision of the 
amazing possibilities of how he might use you.
 
John 17:22, Jesus said, “The glory which you have given me I have given 
to them, that they may be one, just as we are one; I in them and you in me, 
that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that you 
sent me, and loved them, even as you have loved me. “Father, I desire that 
they also, whom you have given me, be with me where I am, so that they 
may see my glory which you have given me, for you loved me before the 
foundation of the world.”



PRAYER
Jesus, I am stunned to think of your glory in my life. Thank you for desiring 
deep relationship with me. Draw me to yourself and teach me to live in your 
heart with your values, and not my own. Teach me to come to you daily and 
set my heart before you so I can fulfill all that you have for me. Amen.
 

NOTES



PUTTING GOD FIRST
 
 
SCRIPTURE GENESIS 21:1-3

Then the Lord took note of Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as 
he had promised. So Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old 
age, at the appointed time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham called 
the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac.
 
REFLECT GOD KEEPS HIS WORD TO US
 
Abraham and Sarah had waited 30 years! That seems totally unreasonable, 
doesn’t it? Why have them wait 30 years? I can’t answer that, but for God, 
it was the right, “appointed time”. Not too soon and not too late. Notice 
how the emphasis in these verses tell us, “The Lord did as he promised”. 
This is an important truth for us to grasp. God keeps his word. Our job 
then is to often not give up faith, but to choose to wait in confidence of 
his timing. We must stay in his presence each day trusting that he does not 
forget us. Romans 4:18-22 tells us how important this is:

Romans 4:18-22 In hope against hope he (Abraham) believed, so that he 
might become a father of many nations according to that which had been 
spoken, “So shall your descendants be.” Without becoming weak in faith 
he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was about 
a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; yet, with respect 
to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in 
faith, giving glory to God, and being fully assured that what God had 
promised, he was able also to perform. Therefore it was also credited to 
him as righteousness.
 
It is not lost time when God has you learn to wait in faith. The waiting is 
part of our own spiritual development. How do you know if you are really 
waiting in faith though? For Abraham it was seen in his unwavering belief 
in God’s promise, and the fact that he “gave glory to God” in that. How do 
you think you can give glory to God while you are waiting? 

God hasn’t forgotten you. He sees you and will prove himself faithful. He 
still appoints the time and his time is right. Choose to wait in hope, because 
he certainly will come.
 
Habakkuk 2:3 3 For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of 
the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; he will certainly 
come and will not delay.



PRAYER
Jesus, I am so impatient sometimes, please forgive me. Teach me to wait 
on you in faith, giving glory to you. Holy Spirit, I need you to work this out 
in me. It often feels impossible, and on my own, I know it is. I trust you and 
thank you for your promises. Amen.

NOTES



PUTTING GOD FIRST
 
 
SCRIPTURE Genesis 41:1

Now it happened at the end of two full years that pharaoh had a dream.
 
REFLECT: GOD MAY HAVE YOU WAITING, TRUST HIS TIMING
 
Joseph spent ten years in prison, waiting for God to rescue him. I am certain 
he must have wondered at times why there was such a long delay. He asked 
a fellow prisoner to help in Genesis 40, but that chief cupbearer forgot him 
and left him for two more years. It seems there was no justice for Joseph. 
But God was active behind the scenes through it all.
 
As we reflected on yesterday, waiting is hard. But the pain of waiting is 
usually part of the growing process for all of us. It is difficult to comprehend 
sometimes, but it is always meant for good. Could Pharaoh have had this 
dream two years earlier? Yes, but it is very likely God chose to work in 
Joseph at very deep levels during those years in prison, preparing Joseph 
to become a person that he could use in an even greater way. You can never 
know what God is developing inside of you. He is always in the process of 
healing, restoring, and redeeming your life for the calling he has for you. 
Remain still and keep believing he will show up. He hasn’t forgotten you or 
your need.

A.W. Tozer said, “It is doubtful whether God can bless a man greatly until 
he has hurt him deeply.” So much of life in Christ is spent waiting, allowing 
him to refine you. It often feels like you have been forgotten, but as Job 
reminds us he never forgets us.
 
Job 23:10-12 
But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth 
as gold. My feet have closely followed his steps; I have kept to his way 
without turning aside. I have not departed from the commands of his lips; I 
have treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread.

Remember you can never know the day or the hour the Holy Spirit might 
move to rescue you in your situation. When Joseph finally came before 
Pharaoh, he was a different man than he had been two years earlier. When 
Pharaoh asked Joseph if he could interpret his dreams as he had been told, 
Joseph told him the truth. “It is not in me” (Genesis 41:16.) Joseph had 
figured out this was all about God’s work in his life, not his own power. It 
was God’s work in Joseph that was accomplishing great things. My friend, 
God is at work in you too, to develop you and prepare you for the mission 
ahead. Be still today, and let God have his way in your life. He will free you 
and deliver you at just the right time.



PRAYER
Dear God, teach me to wait and trust you until you are done. I believe you 
are at work in me doing a great thing. Thank you for being so faithful to 
me. I trust you to do all you have promised in your time, by your Holy Spirit. 
Amen.
 

NOTES



PUTTING GOD FIRST
 
 
SCRIPTURE Numbers 13:28 & Numbers 14:3

Nevertheless, the people who live in the land are strong, and the cities are 
fortified and very large; and moreover, we saw the descendants of Anak 
there.
 
And why is the Lord bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our 
wives and our little ones will become plunder; would it not be better for us 
to return to Egypt?
 
REFLECT KEEP HOPE EVEN WHEN LIFE IS HARD
 
Sometimes the things before us seem overwhelming. We look at the 
challenges of life and can easily become discouraged. We are tempted to 
ask questions like: “How could God do this to me?” “Why does it feel like 
God is setting me up for failure?” 

Joshua was told he would conquer the land of Canaan, but then he 
discovered that the “cities were fortified.” That means that the cities were 
ready for battle. That is often the case with many of our journeys in life. 
God sets before us a land of promise but it is also a land of battle. When 
you face this, you will be tempted to allow this reality to discourage you. 
But don’t be discouraged. God’s promise to Joshua is true for us today. He 
is with you every step of the way, so keep your heart and mind focused on 
God’s word to you.
 
It is easy to have a hopeless mentality when things don’t go our way, a 
small mindedness about our possibilities in Christ. But this type of attitude 
closes us off to the possibilities of what God wants to do even in difficult 
circumstances. Even the widow with her mite believed the little she had in 
God’s hands would be bigger than her circumstances. Life can be rough; 
we’ve all experienced it. How we respond to life’s bumps will depend on if 
we believe God is for us or against us.
 
“The power to believe a promise depends entirely on faith in the promiser. 
If you trust in a person, then you will trust in his word…When I know the 
true, good, and loving nature of the Promiser, then I will have faith in what 
he promises.” – Andrew Murray
 
Do you live paralyzed in fear or emboldened with faith? Do you have an 
attitude of peace or poverty? An attitude of peace and trust is a choice of 
our will. Will you choose today to trust that God is bigger than whatever it 
is you might be facing?
 



PRAYER
Thank you God, for always being for me and for supplying all of my needs 
in Christ. Create in me an attitude of faith that will cause me to believe 
bigger than myself. Amen.
 
 
   

NOTES



PUTTING GOD FIRST
 

SCRIPTURE GENESIS 39:6-9

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, and after a while his master’s 
wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he 
refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern 
himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to 
my care. No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld 
nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do 
such a wicked thing and sin against God?”
 
REFLECT CHARACTER SUPPORTS CALLING

When we follow Jesus each day, he guards, corrects and protects our lives. 
He keeps us on track so we don’t lose our way. When we fail to follow near 
to him, we become vulnerable to the temptations around us, the ones that 
shipwreck our faith and hurt those around us. Without character there will 
be no great calling. We are all tempted by the world, our own sinful nature, 
and the enemy. But if we surrender to our passions we lose our possibility.
 
So many of us hunger for God’s movement in our lives. But when we 
refuse his correction, we limit our ability to follow when he does. Without 
correction we will lose our way. Without correction, we will not grow in 
character. And ultimately character is what undergirds the calling God has 
for us. Character positions us for the Holy Spirit to touch us and move in us 
and through us with power.
 
Without strong character, the foundation of a life is weak and will fall 
apart under pressure. No matter how much power, money, or stuff we can 
accumulate for ourselves, none of them is a replacement for a character 
that pursues Jesus and is tender to his Spirit. A person with such a character 
will have a heart for others, and a humility of mind and heart that otherwise 
eludes us.

 



PRAYER
Jesus, each time I am tempted to wander, please stop me and convict 
me. Correct me please. I desire to live a life pleasing to you. I know my 
character counts and the decisions I make each day impact your calling for 
my life. Draw me to your heart and use your Spirit in a powerful way in my 
life so I can walk on the right path. Amen.
 

NOTES



PUTTING GOD FIRST
 

SCRIPTURE GENESIS 39:20-21

So Joseph’s master took him and put him into the jail, the place where the 
king’s prisoners were confined; and he was there in the jail. But the Lord 
was with Joseph and extended kindness to him, and gave him favor in the 
sight of the chief jailer.
 
REFLECT STAY IN THE RACE, GOD WILL EXTEND GRACE
 
There are two important lessons in these verses. The first lesson is that 
Joseph had done the right thing here and received a rough outcome. Has 
that ever happened to you? Perhaps you lost your job or someone lied 
about you. How did you handle that situation? Our response is crucial to 
our calling. A soft, trusting heart positions you for God’s grace on your life. 
A resentful, angry, and bitter heart removes possibility for all of us. God 
wants you in a place where you can experience his grace.
 
In his book, The Problem of Pain, C.S. writes, “God whispers in our pleasures, 
speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain.” We don’t enjoy it, but 
we’ve learned that sometimes it is in those places of pain and difficulty, 
where God’s grace can be most visible.

The second lesson is that working hard and pushing through is a regular 
part of life. There are seasons for each of us when this may feel like it comes 
naturally to you. But there are times when neither you nor I can make a 
way. Joseph experienced this. He was a very intelligent and gifted person, 
yet he was thrown to the bottom of circumstances over and over, and he 
always rose to the top. Why? Not because he made his own way, because 
he depended on God to make a way for him. That didn’t mean he didn’t 
engage and work hard. He did. Joseph was thoughtful and resourceful. He 
was a person who had many gifts, but he was also a person who put his 
trust in God, not in himself.
 
Both of these lessons end up being about grace. Jesus is in the business of 
giving grace that we never deserve, and we can only recognize and receive 
it as we walk in him and his ways. Joseph grasped that and was in it for the 
long haul. Are you?



PRAYER 
Jesus, when things don’t go my way, remind me to stay in and not to give 
up or allow bitterness to permeate me. I want your will and your way. I need 
your favor in my world. Teach me to remain strong if I am wronged and not 
to give up or give in to wrong attitudes. Thank you that as I trust walk with 
you, I will be surprised by your grace in my circumstances. Amen.
 

NOTES



 PUTTING GOD FIRST
 

 SCRIPTURE: 1 CHRONICLES 29:10-13

David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, 
“Praise be to you, O LORD, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to 
everlasting. Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory 
and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is 
yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 
Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your 
hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. Now, our 
God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.”

 
REFLECT: WHEN HE GIVES YOU GRACE, GIVE HIM THE GLORY
 
In 1 Chronicles 29, I get the sense that David could have gone on and on 
about God’s blessings and greatness. David knew that when God meets us 
in our circumstances with his grace, it is vital to praise and honor him. 

Unfortunately, it is all too common for us to take that for granted. Why is 
it that we so quickly forget all God does for us? That is why God’s Spirit 
actually assists us in worship and prayer. He helps us remember and rest in 
God’s goodness.
 
So, the next time you are feeling abandoned by God, stop and ask for 
the Holy Spirit to assist you in your worship and prayer. Ask him to bring 
to remembrance all that Jesus has done for you, through you, and in you. 
Remember that he gives blessing and favor to those who seek him first.
 
Making sure God is first in our in praise, positions us, under the Father’s 
hand, to receive renewed life and love from Jesus, so we can be a blessing 
to others; that they too may glorify him!

 



PRAYER
Father, forgive me for failing to acknowledge your hand in my circumstances. 
Help me to see all that you to bring life to me. Assist me, Holy Spirit, in my 
daily worship of Jesus. Bring to my mind thoughts of his goodness and love 
for me. Release me to worship him freely and boldly as David did. Amen.
 
 

NOTES



PUTTING GOD FIRST

SCRIPTURE GENESIS 15:1,6

After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be 
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.” Abram believed 
the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.

REFLECT FAITH AND FEAR CANNOT LIVE TOGETHER
 
Abraham would have never received the title “the father of the faith” if he 
had given into fear because fear and faith won’t live together. One always 
overcomes the other. Either fear overwhelms faith, or faith overwhelms 
fear. Many of us mistakenly believe we can entertain them both. We think 
that we can allow fear to flourish in us regularly and still grow in faith. 
Unfortunately, this won’t happen. When faith is growing, fear is shrinking. 
This doesn’t mean you won’t feel the emotion of fear. All of us do. The 
question is when you feel fear, how do you respond? Where do you turn? 
God made a dramatic promise to Abraham here, “I am your shield.” This 
promise is found all over the Bible, and is still true of us today.
 
Matthew 14:27 When the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 
terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately 
Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”
 
Psalm 84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD gives grace 
and glory; No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly.
 
Psalm 119:114 You are my hiding place and my shield.
 
There is a reason God makes these promises of assurance to you and me. 
He knows how prone we all are to feel afraid, and wants us to find our 
security in him. The next time you are fearful, turn to him and remember, 
“He is your shield and your hiding place.” The Lord is your helper - you do 
not need to fear.
 
Hebrew 13:5-6 
God has said: “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” So we say 
with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man 
do to me?” 

 



PRAYER
Jesus, I want to be a person of faith. Teach me to run to you when I feel 
fear. Holy Spirit, when I am fearful, remind me that I am a child of the King 
of Kings, and that there is no one I need fear. As your Word says, “What can 
humans do to me?” Thank you, Father, for being my shield. Amen.
 

NOTES



PUTTING GOD FIRST
 

SCRIPTURE Luke 1:37

For nothing is impossible with God.
 
REFLECT TRUST GOD TO COME THROUGH
 
“Faith is the simplest exercise of the spiritual life, and it is also the highest.” 
– Andrew Murray
 
God specializes in the miraculous. What is crazy and impossible for us is 
very possible for God. Nothing is impossible for God. Can you see what 
a monumental promise this is? Yet, if we’re honest, many of us stumble 
in our faith. Mary did too at first. She asked the angel, “How can this be 
since I am a virgin?” This question gives us a look into her thoughts. But in 
that moment, the angel spoke a promise to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.” That’s 
a promise to Mary, but it also sheds light on what God can do in our lives 
when we invite the Holy Spirit to work in us. When we do that, we become 
positioned for the miraculous, just as Mary was.
 
There are times in life when each of us feel called by God to do things 
that we don’t necessarily understand or comprehend. Many times, you 
don’t feel like doing what he asks. It may seem inconvenient or the wrong 
time. You may not have the resources or the knowledge or know how to do 
something. God is looking for an obedient heart that will simply do what 
he asks. So when things look impossible, don’t surrender to despair and 
unbelief. Believe that God can do what we simply cannot. He loves you, 
and he is full committed to your journey with him. He isn’t here to hurt you 
but to shape you into his image.
 
So take heart that nothing is impossible for God and that he isn’t looking 
for you to have all the answers. He is looking for you to surrender to his 
Holy Spirit with the faith that he alone can do the miraculous and victorious. 
Allow God to have the proper place as Lord over all the circumstances in 
your life today. And, like Mary, I think you will be surprised as he begins a 
whole new miracle in you.



PRAYER
Holy Spirit, today I surrender to your miraculous ways. Please fill me with 
your presence, and build in me a victorious faith that will bring Jesus to 
people and people to Jesus. Amen.
 

NOTES



SURRENDERING TO HIM
 

SCRIPTURE HEBREWS 11:8

By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place, 
which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing 
where he was going.
 
 
REFLECT FAITH AND OBEDIENCE LIVE TOGETHER
 
Walking with Jesus daily is sometimes very difficult. It is tough to read his 
Word and then go out and face the world that has very different values. It 
is especially difficult when you sense God calling you to take a stand for 
him or to sacrifice for him. But without obedience, our faith can never grow. 
There are times when our emotions don’t line up with God’s calling on our 
lives, which makes obedience tough. Emotions are incredible gifts from 
God that we must pay attention to. The problem with following them as our 
primary guide though is that they change from moment to moment, and 
day to day. Unlike our emotions, God’s Word remains the same.
 
Abraham was called the “father of our faith,” yet he was regularly tested 
by God and asked to obey. Jesus was no different. He was tempted and 
pushed and pulled by people all the time. Yet Jesus was clear that he 
desires us to obey him when he said in John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will 
keep My commandments.”
 
What we often miss is that obedience is a blessing. Sometimes we feel like 
it is a burden or curse, but obeying God’s Word takes faith, so when we 
obey, we grow in deep faith. This was the story of Abraham. He was called 
to go and he went. We forget the second part of the verse, “not knowing 
where he was going.” Now, that is a test, isn’t it? “Just go. Obey and go, 
and I’ll tell you when you get there.” Thankfully, most of the time, when 
Jesus asks us to obey. He is clear about the direction part. But even when 
it is not clear, we are called surrender to him and his will. It is the best and 
most life-giving way to live.
 
Remember the journey of walking with Jesus is a journey of faith, not sight. 
There will be times when it is hard to see what God is up to. That is where 
the faith component comes in. So, obey and watch God work. When we 
disobey, we miss the blessing of growing and knowing him as a faithful 
Father.
 
 



PRAYER 
Jesus, teach me to obey- not kicking and screaming- but surrendering and 
joyfully anticipating what it is you are about to do. I want to live a faith-filled 
life, and I realize that can only happen when I obey. Holy Spirit, empower 
me to obey. Give me a hunger to obey and a joy when I do obey. Thank 
you, Father, that your way works. Amen.
 

NOTES



SURRENDERING TO HIM
 
 
SCRIPTURE JOHN 21:15

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of 
John, do you truly love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “You 
know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
 
REFLECT SURRENDER TO GOD’S LOVE
 
Peter wanted to please Jesus in the worst possible way, yet he regularly got 
in the way. We should all be encouraged though that Jesus never gave up 
on him, and he doesn’t give up on us. When he asked Peter this peculiar 
question about feeding his sheep, Peter must have thought one thing, how 
could he live up to anything Jesus set before him after denying him when 
he was suffering.

What Jesus was really asking Peter is, “Do you love me?” Loving him is 
indispensable to all ministry effectiveness. If you and I are going to be all 
God has in mind, surrendering to his love is not an option. It must become 
a lifestyle. Then loving others out of God’s love becomes our daily journey.
 
“…when we love without being loved back, we are at least in one small 
way better able to understand the heart of God. Isn’t that exactly what God 
experiences every day?” – Howard Thurman
 
“I must see that drawing close to God is closely bound up with my 
relationship to others. Failure here will cause failure there.” …”In our life 
with people, the one thing on which everything depends is love. The 
spirit of forgiveness is the spirit of love. Because God is love, he forgives. 
Consequently, it is only as we are dwelling in the love of God that we can 
forgive as God forgives.” – Andrew Murray
 
There is no greater form of forgiveness than the forgiveness that is granted 
out of a heart of love. To love, is to forgive. God calls us to love and to 
forgive. Today, accept God’s love for you in spite of your shortcomings. 
Then ask him to help you love those around you. And be ready,to love and 
forgive even those who are difficult to love. Aren’t you glad that God loves 
and forgives you?
 



PRAYER
Holy Spirit, help me to fall deeper in love with Jesus. Out of that love, I ask 
that You would reveal to me anyone I need to forgive. God help me to love 
others more freely. Thank you, Father, for forgiving my failures and sins. 
Help me to forgive others who have wronged me. Amen.

NOTES



SURRENDERING TO HIM
 
 
SCRIPTURE JOSHUA 1:6-7

Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit 
the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. Be strong and very 
courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; 
do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful 
wherever you go.

REFLECT GETTING BEYOND YOUR FEARS
 
Anytime we talk about surrendering to God, our greatest struggle is usually 
fear. What is God going to want from me? What will he take from me? What 
if I fail him? There are so many fears that can creep into our thoughts. There 
is good news though. Jesus is the God of second and third and sixty-third 
chances! You will fail, and so will I, but God never does. Don’t give into fear. 
It will rob you of life every time.
 
I love the story of the day when fear knocked at the door. Faith answered, 
and no one was there.
 
After the people of Israel failed to believe that God would bring them into 
the Promised Land, they wandered around a desert for 40 years until almost 
all of those who had not believed had passed away. The new generation, 
led by Joshua, had the opportunity to once again face the giants of their 
fathers. They were given a second chance.
 
One thing that is true for us today is that there will be giants we face. We 
never outgrow our fear, but we you must learn to overcome it. As child of 
God, you can receive a tremendous amount of courage by the faith that has 
been given to you by God.
 
1 John 5:4 says “for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is 
the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.” It isn’t so much 
that you lose your fear of the giants in your life. Instead you and I grow to 
understand that, by the faith that God gives to us, we can overcome them.
 
What fears do you have today that need to be overcome? For Joshua and 
the children of Israel, there were giants, but they did what God instructed 
them to do. By that demonstration of faith, the people were victorious. God 
is ready to help you. Are you ready to be helped? It takes a step of our will 
for us to win the battle. You must first say yes to him, and then he will do it.



PRAYER
Father, please give to me the faith to overcome. Please give me a faith that 
will no longer be held captive by fear, but that will overcome fear. Thank 
You for the truth that we are victorious in Christ Jesus. Teach me to say yes 
to you. Amen.
 

NOTES



SURRENDERING TO HIM
 
 
SCRIPTURE NUMBERS 13:33 

We even saw giants there, the descendants of Anak. Next to them we felt 
like grasshoppers, and that’s what they thought, too!
 
REFLECT YOU ARE NOT A GRASSHOPPER IN GOD’S EYES
 
What an interesting verse, “we felt like grasshoppers and they thought the 
same thing!” Our perceptions can certainly get us into trouble fast, can’t 
they? There were giants in the land, but that is no reason to feel like a 
grasshopper. I’ve found that when you lose perspective, you lose faith. And 
when you lose faith, you put your dependence on someone else besides 
Jesus.
 
When you are confronted with giants, how do you respond? Sometimes 
in our weakness, our first response is to run away from the giants as fast 
as we can. Even though it was God that had led his chosen people to 
the Promised Land, the reports of “giants” living there struck fear in their 
hearts, and they began to doubt God’s promises. Only Caleb and Joshua 
trusted God for their deliverance and inheritance. To them, these giants 
were little more than a challenge to be overcome by trusting in a faithful 
God.
 
Most of the time, the giants in our lives are not as big as we suspect they 
might be. I think Jim Elliot rightly said it when he said, “The shadow a thing 
casts is always larger than the thing itself.”
 
Today, these “descendants of Anak” take on the form of broken families, 
a rebellious child, an impossible boss, or physical giants like cancer. They 
can look imposing and so big when we first confront them. Don’t lose your 
perspective today though. You serve a great God who is so much BIGGER!
 
When dealing with giants in your life, there are but two responses: Either 
you believe that you can overcome the giant, or you believe that the 
giant will overcome you. Which is it for you? Do you view yourself as a 
grasshopper, or a giant killer? Trust in your faithful God, and be fearless in 
the presence of giants.
 



PRAYER
Heavenly Father, make me a courageous person. Teach me to live by faith 
and not by sight. Make be a believer who will be willing to fight any giant 
that may come across my path. I do this not in my own strength, but in 
yours, as you supply it by your Holy Spirit. Amen.
 

NOTES



SURRENDERING TO HIM
 
 
SCRIPTURE JOSHUA 1:3

Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you.
 
REFLECT YOU MUST SURRENDER AND ENGAGE
 
It is tough to live by faith. It is hard to believe in what you cannot see, but 
that is what a journey with Jesus is about. Joshua 1:3 was all about Joshua’s 
willingness to surrender to the living God. Joshua had to get up in faith, 
walk into the land, and engage. Even though you might not be able to see 
anything happening when you walk by faith, your participation is crucial for 
the final outcome to be victorious.

“I have given it to you” is a staggering thought. In others words, God is 
telling Joshua, “I want you to believe before you see. Trust me that the 
promise will be fulfilled.” Oswald Sanders has said, “Eyes that look are 
common. Eyes that see are rare.”
 
Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain 
of what we do not see.” 
 
This type of faith builds hope and fights off discouragement. It engages 
with God even when it cannot see the outcome. It wins the battles in life 
because it believes that “if God is for us who can stand against us?”
Fear imprisons, faith liberates; fear paralyzes, faith empowers; fear 
disheartens, faith encourages; fear sickens, faith heals; fear makes useless, 
faith makes serviceable and, most of all, fear puts hopelessness at the heart 
of life, while faith rejoices that God is at the center.
 



PRAYER
Lord, teach me to see with the eyes of my heart that look beyond the 
natural. Help me to believe with a faith that will not only liberate me, but 
others as well. Give me a faith that help others to be healed, and set others 
free as you work through me. Amen.
 
 
 
 
NOTES



SURRENDERING TO HIM
 
 
SCRIPTURE NUMBERS 13:30-31

Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up 
and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.” But the men 
who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; they are 
stronger than we are.”

REFLECT WHEN PEOPLE BELIEVE GOD, HE CAN DO GREAT THINGS
 
Caleb was a remarkable man. Joshua 14 speaks volumes about the type of 
man that Caleb was. At the age of forty, Caleb went into the Promised Land 
as one of Israel’s spies. Only Caleb and Joshua remained faithful to what 
the God had spoken to them. 
 
We are told that “Caleb completely followed the Lord.” That is an incredible 
way to be described. The Scriptures go on to tell us that Caleb was still a 
great warrior forty five years later, even after Moses died. Caleb was just as 
faithful and fearless as he was as a young man. 

Moses promised Caleb a land inheritance because he followed God 
faithfully. Do you know what land he was promised? The land filled with 
giants! What kind of inheritance is that? Caleb’s response came from his 
heart, which always remained true. In Joshua 14:12, Caleb declares:
 
“Now give me this hill country that the LORD promised me that day. You 
yourself heard then that the Anakites were there and their cities were large 
and fortified, but, the LORD helping me, I will drive them out just as he 
said.”

Caleb had an attitude of courageous faith. He believed beyond what he 
could see.
 
If we have the faith that believes to see, it will keep us from growing 
discouraged. We shall “laugh at impossibilities,” we shall watch with 
delight to see how God is going to open up a path through the Red Sea, 
when there is no human way out of our difficulty. It is just in such places of 
severe testing that our faith grows and strengthens. – M. Cowman.
 
For Joshua and Caleb, their faith grew in response to the impossibility of 
the situation. For others, fear robbed them of any faith they might have 
had. Where do you live each day? In faith or in fear? God desires to take 
away your fear and replace it with faith. 
 



PRAYER
God, help me to trust you as I face the impossible. Thank you that you 
offer me the same protection that Caleb had. Please remind me of your 
continual presence today, that you are always with me to protect and lead 
me. Thank you, Father. I love you. Amen.
 

NOTES



SURRENDERING TO HIM
 
 
SCRIPTURE ACTS 15:25-26

…It seemed good to us, having become of one mind, to select men to 
send to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men who have risked 
their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
 

REFLECT SURRENDERING TO JESUS INCLUDES LEARNING   
  TO TAKE RISKS
 
Many of us live our lives “close to the vest” so to speak. We are always 
leery of risk, but faith is just that it. When you learn to surrender to Jesus, 
you discover that God will often ask you to take risks. The people in Acts 
15:25-26 were men who “risked their lives for Jesus name”. That is part of 
living by faith, taking risks for Jesus.
 
And you will experience risks yourself. God may ask you to take risks on 
people with unsavory reputations that asks you to serve. Barnabas did just 
that with a zealous ex-Pharisee named Saul. He took him under his wing and 
discipled him when he had nothing to gain, and everything to lose. Jesus 
did that when he forgave a demonized woman named Mary Magdalene, 
and allowed her to become one of his followers.
 
It is the same story with Abraham. He risked his life to rescue his nephew Lot 
from those who had conquered his land, even after Lot had taken advantage 
of his uncle’s favor and taken the best of his land. In fact Abraham, who is 
called the father of the faith, had a habit of taking risks. He trusted in God 
even when he didn’t understand. 
 
Hebrews 11:8 says, “By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he 
would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he 
did not know where he was going.”
 
It has been said of Abraham, “Where he went, he knew not; it was enough 
to know he went with God. He leaned not so much upon the promises as 
upon the Promiser. He looked not on the difficulties of his situation, but on 
his King.” F.B. Meyer
 
Taking risks was part of walking with God for Abraham, for Paul, for Jesus, 
and it will be for us.



PRAYER
God, I am not by nature a risk taker. I often pull back from risk taking. Teach 
me, Holy Spirit, how and when to take the risks you want me to take. I 
desire to grow in you, and I understand that growing in faith requires taking 
some risks. Help me to trust that you will meet me in the risk. Amen.
 
 

NOTES



SURRENDERING TO HIM
 
 
SCRIPTURE JOSHUA 3:8,13

Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: ‘When you reach the 
edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.’ And as soon as the 
priests who carry the ark of the LORD-- the Lord of all the earth-- set foot 
in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up 
in a heap.

REFLECT WAITING ON THE LORD IS PART OF SURRENDER
 
If we’re honest, many of us are prone to be impatient people. If we can’t 
have it now, we will go somewhere we can. We are always told we shouldn’t 
have to wait. There are too many things to do and people to see for us to 
endure waiting for anything too long. But in the Kingdom of God, waiting is 
actually part of growing in Jesus. God will ask you to wait. He always does.

It is interesting to note that in Joshua 3:8,13, God asked the people to stand 
in the raging river. He called them to stand in the river, and then to wait for 
a miracle. The people had to literally step out in faith. How long did they 
stand still in the Jordan? Based on our understanding of the geography 
given, the river actually dammed up 17-19 miles north. That means the 
people obeyed, but didn’t experience their miracle immediately. 

Often as we walk by faith, Jesus asks us to obey and then to wait to see 
him move. Having to wait is sometimes more difficult than trusting God for 
the miracle. Waiting is certainly not in our nature, but it is God’s call for us. 
Over and over the Scriptures declare, Psalm 37:9, “But those who wait for 
the LORD, they will inherit the land.”
 
Waiting is our means to deep relationship with Jesus.
    
In Psalms 25:4-5 David writes, Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your 
paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and 
my hope is in you all day long.

When we wait, we are declaring to God there is nowhere else we want to 
go. Who else are we going to turn to if we don’t wait for God? It’s a way of 
telling God, “You alone have what I need.”

In this way then, waiting literally declares that God is at the center of our 
journey. So the next time you are frustrated about having to wait, remember 
that Jesus is building his Kingdom in you even in this. Be patient.



PRAYER
Heavenly Father, I hate waiting. I often grow very frustrated with you when 
you make me wait. Teach me to learn the value of waiting on you and 
enjoying the journey instead of growing impatient and frustrated. Thank 
you, Holy Spirit, for teaching me to have a heart like Jesus. Amen.
 
 

NOTES



SURRENDERING TO HIM
 

SCRIPTURE JOSHUA 1:3

I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses.

REFLECT TAKING HOLD OF ALL HE HAS FOR YOU 

The book of Joshua teaches us principles for possessing God’s promises 
and living in our potential. God’s promises are there for us to possess. 
Joshua tells us how we can take the promises of God and live in them. It 
is the story of how Israel moved out of slavery, but struggled to move into 
fullness.

Many of us are stuck in the same battle. We know it is one thing to be a 
freed slave, but quite another to be a person of promise. To not only be 
free, but also to have helped and healed other people. It is one thing as a 
young Christian to have God feed you daily his life and manna. It is quite 
another to sow and reap in God’s harvest in this world. As we grow in Jesus 
he wants us to take steps of faith that we have never taken before. He wants 
us to have to courage to follow to go places we have feared going before. 
 
We have great possibilities to possess as a church at this time. Possibilities 
of building space to reach and share the gospel with others, to serve the 
poor, to disciple the next generation, to heal the wounded, to teach God’s 
word and hold out the grace of God. But this all takes commitment. Over 
our history as a church, people have always demonstrated that they were 
willing to jump in and trust God so that we could make room for others to 
come and discover grace. Well, we are here again. In this season, we must 
make the choice to grow in our own relationship with God, taking steps 
of courage into new territory. As we do this, we will become more of the 
people that God created us to be.

 



PRAYER
Heavenly Father, create in me a passionate desire to have all You desire for 
my life. Help me to not be satisfied with anything less. Jesus, I desire to be 
more than a slave set free. Make me a person of promise. Help me to be a 
light in darkness, and a giver of hope to the hopeless. Amen.
 
 

NOTES



SURRENDERING TO HIM
 
 
SCRIPTURE JOSHUA 1:14-15

But all your fighting men, fully armed, must cross over ahead of your 
brothers. You are to help your brothers until the LORD gives them rest, as 
he has done for you, and until they too have taken possession of the land 
that the LORD your God is giving them. 
 
REFLECT LIFE IS A BATTLE, BUT THE BLESSING WILL FOLLOW
 
An important truth to remember is that God’s sovereignty doesn’t preclude 
human responsibility. Promise and blessing often don’t just surface 
effortlessly before us. After Joshua crossed over the Jordan, the battle had 
only begun. The next twenty years of his life would be spent fighting the 
battles that God pointed him toward, and he was 80 years old. But even in 
his old age, he was not willing to settle for less than God’s promise. 
 
The first eleven chapters of Joshua are about battles that had to be fought. 
Joshua’s life was one battle after another, yet he never gave up. Some of you 
can identify with that. The battles can get very tiring, and discouragement 
can quickly become a greater enemy than the one we had been fighting. 
It is vital that we not forget when we partner with God, no enemy we face 
will be able to stand. Remember that after the battle comes the time to 
flourish in him.
 
In Joshua 1:5, God promises, “No man will be able to stand before you all 
the days of your life…I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.”
 
The future always holds blessings and battles. Remember, often the fruit of 
life is picked from the enemy’s tree.
 



PRAYER
Lord, please strengthen me by Your Holy Spirit. Renew me as lean into your 
strength. Remind me that You are the One who fights, and I am the one 
who trusts and prays. Amen
 
 
 

NOTES



BEING A BLESSING TO OTHERS
    LIKE NEVER BEFORE
 
SCRIPTURE JOHN 6:9
Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far 
will they go among so many?
 
REFLECT GOD IS LOOKING FOR PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE FOR   
  THE IMPOSSIBLE
 
When we do what we can, God will do what we can’t. Those who have 
experienced the blessing of a miracle have often learned it comes in 
partnership with God. The boy with two fish and five loaves gave all he 
had. As little as it was, it was sufficient to be the basis of a miracle. This is 
always how God works through humans. Certainly he could do it without 
us, but he has chosen to do it with us. Aren’t you glad? What an amazing 
God who would love and use people like us!
 
In any miracle there are often two parts: God’s part and your part. You 
are called to participate in miracles by acknowledging you have a need 
that only God can meet. The disciples saw the feeding of thousands as 
a responsibility that they were unable to meet. They had to turn to Jesus 
because the task was beyond them. When you see that something is 
beyond your ability and admit your need, you are positioned for a miracle.
 
God regularly puts us in places where a need overreaches our means. This 
is no accident. This is his way of causing us to trust in him and believe for 
him to do what we cannot, through us. God doesn’t work around us. He 
uses us as much as we will allow ourselves to be used.
 
Remember, with God all things are possible, but you must be willing to 
participate with him in trust. Miracles happen when you give all that you 
have, no matter how small.

 



PRAYER
God, make me a willing partner of yours. You have shown yourself so faithful 
to me over and over again. Now, Jesus help me to look to you when I have 
need. Direct my heart to trust that you will meet it. Amen.
 
 
 
 
 
NOTES



BEING A BLESSING TO OTHERS
    LIKE NEVER BEFORE
 
 
SCRIPTURE 1 CHRONICLES 29:16

O LORD our God, as for all this abundance that we have provided for 
building you a temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and 
all of it belongs to you.
 
REFLECT ALL MY GIFTS ARE HIS
 
As we learned yesterday, God wants to partner with people to do his work. 
He can do it without us, but instead he chooses to do it through us. He 
moves in us with possibility, and then asks us to surrender that same gift 
back to him. It was the same in David’s day.
 
David has just received what is likely the largest building offering ever 
taken. historians estimate the monetary value at somewhere over $300 
million dollars. King David had rejoiced greatly at this offering, but he never 
thanked the people. He was careful not to lose sight of the truth revealed to 
us by James in James 1:17, “every good gift is from above.”
 
All that we have to offer God is actually already his. He shares his wealth 
with us so we might become more like him as we learn to give. Jack Hayford 
puts it this way, “When we worship with our tithing, we are giving spiritual 
acknowledgment to this: life is a gift of God and everything I have comes 
from God.” I am just a steward. I get to watch over his stuff for a season of 
my life, but it is never mine. It is always his.
 
As we consider building a worship center and chapel where our church 
family and others can worship, remember he will do it. He will do it through 
us. So let us give thanks to him who makes all of this possible.
 



PRAYER
Jesus, I am so grateful for Your abundant gifts to me. Help me to remember 
that everything I give up to you is yours already. Forgive me for not releasing 
my grip on things easily. Please teach me how to give back to you some 
of what you have given to me. Remind me that I am your steward. Amen.
 
 

NOTES



BEING A BLESSING TO OTHERS
    LIKE NEVER BEFORE
 

SCRIPTURE HEBREWS 13:15-16

Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of 
praise-- the fruit of lips that confess his name. And do not forget to do good 
and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
 
REFLECT WORSHIP AND GIVING ALWAYS GO TOGETHER
 
The writer of Hebrews speaks to a very important principle in these verses. 
We offer up praise, but not just praise - sacrifices. Throughout the entire 
Bible it is clear that worship and sacrifice go together. Worship always costs 
me something. Worship is about giving as the expression of your heart to 
God. Giving yourself to God, giving praise to God. Everything about God 
is about giving, sharing, and helping. God asks us to do the same as a point 
of worship.
 
As David said in I Chronicles 21:22-24, when he planned to build an altar 
to worship the Lord, and the owner not only offered the site but also the 
offering:
 
David said to him, “Let me have the site of your threshing floor so I can 
build an altar to the LORD, that the plague on the people may be stopped. 
Sell it to me at the full price.” Araunah said to David, “Take it! Let my 
lord the king do whatever pleases him. Look, I will give the oxen for the 
burnt offerings, the threshing sledges for the wood, and the wheat for the 
grain offering. I will give all this.” But King David replied to Araunah, “No, 
I insist on paying the full price. I will not take for the LORD what is yours, or 
sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me nothing.” 

Our sacrifice of praise always costs us something. Sometimes it is a thankful 
heart that speaks out gratitude to God. God knows that when you worship 
him, you will begin to take on his heart. his heart is always for others. So 
when I am a worshiper, I can be sure I will also become a more generous 
giver. 



PRAYER
God, teach me how vital worship is to my life. Teach me to take the time 
to honor you and to declare your greatness. Holy Spirit, would you fill my 
heart with a spirit of generosity and praise. Thank you for all you have given 
me. Amen.
 
 

NOTES



BEING A BLESSING TO OTHERS
    LIKE NEVER BEFORE
 
 
SCRIPTURE 1 CHRONICLES 29:17

I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All 
these things have I given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have 
seen with joy how willingly your people who are here have given to you.

 
REFLECT THE KEY TO EVERYTHING IS GIVING
 
Jack Hayford writes: “The key to everything centers on giving, on forgiving 
because we’ve been forgiven, on letting go because we’ve been set free, 
on giving up because nothing’s ever gained by holding back, and on giving 
freely because God has charged us nothing for all he’s done for us or given 
to us.” 
 
This is such an important lesson God wants us all to learn. Giving is a heart 
issue for most people. Either there is great joy in giving, or it is found to be 
very difficult. God’s desire is for us to be joyful givers (2 Corinthians 9:7-8). 
It is interesting that the word for miser and the word miserable come from 
the same root word. Those who hold onto the blessings that God has given 
them will never experience true happiness. Those who give generously 
experience the presence of God and his heart in a deep way.
 
We are called to be rivers of life, not reservoirs of blessings. Happiness 
comes when we can let go and give back the many blessings that God 
gives to us.



PRAYER
Heavenly Father, I need your heart of generosity. Please make me a giving 
person, one who finds great joy in letting go, not holding on. Please help 
me also to appreciate all that you have given to me free of charge, and Holy 
Spirit, touch my heart with the Father’s heart. Amen.
 

NOTES



BEING A BLESSING TO OTHERS
    LIKE NEVER BEFORE
 
 
SCRIPTURE 1 CHRONICLES 29:9

The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for they had 
given freely and wholeheartedly to the LORD. David the king also rejoiced 
greatly.
 
REFLECT LEADERS WHO LEAD
 
When we first talked about this Like Never Before campaign to raise the 
funds needed to build our new worship center and expand our children’s 
space, several months earlier Kat and I sat down and talked about our 
commitment to this whole endeavor and our need to lead. We talked about 
how sacrificial giving to Like Never Before would change the financial plans 
we had originally made.

Like many of you, we had plans for our money, but our journey with 
Jesus is an adventure that will call for radical obedience. And we want to 
experience the blessing of investing into what God is going to do in and 
through WACC. I believe that God is going to use WACC like never before, 
and our sacrifices will be absolutely worth it. David and his leaders blessed 
the people by leading the way, and I want you to know that is still the basis 
of what we are doing today.
 
Whole-hearted surrender is often difficult, but I believe that when you 
surrender yourself to God, you are often surprised by the life you find. 
There is a release of joy, a lifting of burdens from your heart, a hopefulness 
that only comes when you trust God and “let go.”
 
When you offer willingly, with wholeheartedness, the Holy Spirit is released 
in you to bring life. He is set free in you to set you free.
 
Jesus said, “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For 
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” (Luke 6:38)
 
It is the law of the kingdom- give and he will give back. On the other hand, 
hold out and you will miss out. 

Today let us celebrate as we, by faith, willingly release ourselves to Jesus 
and his destiny for us.



PRAYER
God, help me to become a generous person. It is so easy to expect others 
to give and not ever give myself. Empower me, by your Holy Spirit, to give 
to my friends, my family, and to you, God. Jesus, give me a willing heart 
that is surrendered to you. Amen.
 
 

NOTES



BEING A BLESSING TO OTHERS
    LIKE NEVER BEFORE
 

SCRIPTURE LUKE 6:38

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you.

 
REFLECT POSITIONED TO RECEIVE
 
Luke 6:38 communicates an amazing promise Jesus makes to us. “Give and 
I will give to you.” When we can come to a place of joyful giving, we have 
come to a place of life. When we give, we position ourselves to receive 
blessings from above.
 
“Joyous, praise-filled giving (born of prayer and the Spirit instead of 
promotion and the systems) brings great giving alive and propels its 
possibilities of release forward.” – Jack Hayford
 
As the people of God, we are reminded often of God’s heart in regards to 
giving. Giving is to our spiritual life as water is to our physical life. Without 
it, we ultimately die. God’s Word is clear about this aspect of God’s heart- it 
is not an option, it is a must for those who would become his disciples.
 
2 Corinthians 9:6-7 says, “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 
Each person should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
 
Joy is often associated with giving, as a by-product of a generous heart. We 
learn the spiritual significance of giving by trusting God’s Word, listening 
to the Holy Spirit’s direction, and then partnering in with him. Since God 
promises to supply all of our needs, giving to others a portion of what he 
has provided brings joy to us and a blessing to others.
 
If giving is difficult for you, remember that God has challenged you to see if 
you can out-give him. Recognize that all of your resources really belong to 
him; trust him and you’ll find giving will become a joyous part of your life.



PRAYER
Lord, make me a joyous giver, one who becoming more like you. Free 
to give and free to receive. Help me not to view giving as a duty, but 
rather a blessing. Holy Spirit, do your deep work in my heart. I need to be 
transformed from a taker into a giver, and you are the one who can do that. 
Amen.
 
 

NOTES



BEING A BLESSING TO OTHERS
    LIKE NEVER BEFORE 
 

SCRIPTURE JOSHUA 1:9

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or 
be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.
 
REFLECT GOD IS IN THIS, SO DON’T BE AFRAID
 
For decades at WACC, we have worked diligently to steward well all that 
God has given to us. We always strive to be thoughtful, generous and 
caring with our finances. This project is no different. It is an expansion that 
is both practical and functional. It will allow us to disciple so many more 
children, and to share the gospel with so many more people. Ultimately, it 
will allow us to reach thousands of people we cannot reach today.
 
But in the midst of an undertaking of this size, both fear and discouragement 
are two of our worst enemies. We know faith is action so we must step out 
in it. But we also know fear and discouragement can keep us paralyzed. 
What is courage then? Courage is not the absence of fear, but it is the 
willingness to move ahead in spite of it.
 
Winston Churchill said, “Success is never final. Failure is never fatal. It is 
courage that counts.”
 
I Corinthians 16:13 says, “Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be 
people of courage; be strong.”
 
As we move on as a church family, it is important to remember that vision 
and change can only be implemented by people of courage. God has set 
before us a great possibility, and I am now asking you as your pastor to 
devote yourself like never before to God’s mission so we can bring so many 
more to know the love of Jesus.
 
Joshua was a wise leader (Deuteronomy 34:9), but still a leader in need of 
courage. Courage allows our convictions to build. Three times God said 
to Joshua, “Be strong and courageous.” The root word for courageous 
actually means to harden your will- to allow steel to grow in your heart. Not 
to harden your heart with false pretense or sin, but to be certain of what 
God is doing to remain steadfast in it no matter what. 
 
God was telling Joshua to harden his will in order to lay hold of all that had 
been set before him. This is a good word for us. Steel your will and take 
hold of all God has set before you.



PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, make our church a people of courage- a people willing to 
trust you and who takes risks. Teach us to devote ourselves in prayer and 
follow your leading. Holy Spirit, teach us to allow you to put your hand on 
our hearts so we can move ahead with faith, not fear. Amen.
 
 

NOTES



BEING A BLESSING TO OTHERS
    LIKE NEVER BEFORE 
 
SCRIPTURE GENESIS 1:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
 
REFLECT IT ALL BELONGS TO HIM
When we come right down to partnering with God and participating in 
giving, it is important to understand what your role actually is. Again, you 
and I are stewards. What is a steward? A caretaker. Jesus spoke about 
stewards in Luke 12:42:
 
And the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and sensible steward, whom 
his master will put in charge of his servants, to give them their rations at 
the proper time? “Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing 
when he comes. “Truly I say to you that he will put him in charge of all his 
possessions.”
 
A steward then is a servant who oversees his master’s resources. Genesis 1:1 
tells us that God created the heavens and the earth. That would make all of 
creation God’s.
 
Stewardship actually started at creation. It was there that God set the 
foundational principle into place. Stewardship is based on the concept that 
everything we have is his not ours. What we have has been given to us by 
God because ultimately everything was made by him and belongs to him.

God made everything. It is all his - no exceptions. He created the carbon 
that was compressed into precious diamonds. He made the land we buy 
and sell. None of us have created anything. So, as I look at my possessions, 
whether it is jewelry, or gold or coins, or land, cars or buildings, it all came 
from God’s creative hand in the beginning. When I see things in that light, 
it is the first step that allows me to see stewardship the way he intended 
me to see it.
 
Psalm 24:1 The earth is the LORD’S, and all it contains, The world, and 
those who dwell in it.
 
I Chronicles 29:14 All things come from you.
 
So if everything is God’s, how do we wind up with what we have? James 1:17 
answers that question: “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights…”

Everything we have was gladly given by our Heavenly Father who willingly 
gives to those who love him. It is God’s nature to give. We have because 
God gives. He doesn’t hoard, and he isn’t selfish or stingy. He is kind and 
generous. He delights in blessing his kids. If we grasp this, then we have 
a right perspective of our possessions. If we don’t acknowledge that God 
gives graciously to us, we will miss the whole concept of stewardship.



PRAYER
God, you are generous and gracious. Teach me your ways. I am prone to be 
selfish and a taker. Holy Spirit, give me a spirit of generosity with all I have. 
Thank you for desiring to shape me into your image. Amen.
 
 

NOTES



BEING A BLESSING TO OTHERS
    LIKE NEVER BEFORE 
 
SCRIPTURE JOHN 3:27

A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven.
What do you have that you did not receive?
 
REFLECT GOD GIVES GIFTS FOR US TO STEWARD
 
The whole concept of stewardship comes from the God the Father. He 
gives us good gifts and asks us to participate in a mission that blesses 
others. A steward actually means, “He who is over the house.” It refers to 
a special servant in ancient times that a wealthy owner would put over the 
affairs of his home.
 
Joseph was one of those guys. He was steward who was put in charge of 
Potiphar’s home (Genesis 39:1-6). Joseph’s job was to make sure everything 
was in order: food was on the table; oil in the lamps; the house ran right. In 
a similar way, we are stewards who God has put in charge of his house. He 
doesn’t expect us to accumulate stuff for ourselves. He expects us to build 
his Kingdom with the resources we have been given.
 
The heart of stewardship is recognizing we’re not the owners of the 
resources we’ve received. We are entrusted by the owner to make sure his 
house is running right. We are entrusted to use these resources according 
to his wishes and his will.
 
Luke 12:42-44 The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise 
manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their 
food allowance at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whom 
the master finds doing so when he returns. I tell you the truth, he will put 
him in charge of all his possessions.”

I Corinthians 4:2 …Moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found 
trustworthy.
 
What is the difference between an owner and a steward? The owner makes 
the decisions and the steward carries them out according to his will. Why is 
it crucial to understand this? Because Jesus cannot be our King if we do not 
understand that he is the true owner whose will we seek to follow.



PRAYER
Heavenly Father, teach me my role as your steward. Help me cultivate a 
greater sense of stewardship in my own life. Holy Spirit, help me surrender 
and allow you to have your way in me. Amen.
 

NOTES



BEING A BLESSING TO OTHERS
    LIKE NEVER BEFORE 
 

SCRIPTURE ACTS 20:35

In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must 
help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that he himself 
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’
 
REFLECT LIVING A LIFE THAT BLESSES OTHERS
 
Eternity changes everything. We are not called just to live out our existence 
on earth and then move on. Our time on earth is to prepare for our time in 
eternity. Jesus guides us to do this through caring for the weak, the poor, 
and the lost. Jesus teaches us that an eternity awaits every human being, 
and that eternal issues should be infinitely more important to us in the long 
run.
 
Wise stewards recognize this. They understand that things will eventually 
wear out and break, so they don’t set their mind on the things of earth. 
Instead, they set their minds on things above.
 
Colossians 3:2 says, “Set your mind on the things above, not on the things 
that are on earth.”
 
Wise stewards look for ways to maximize their resources by investing them 
in the Kingdom of God. They have an eternal perspective of their stuff. Paul 
spoke about this in Philippians 4:14,17
 
Nevertheless, you have done well to share with me in my affliction. Not that 
I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account.
 
Matthew 25:14-29 is a powerful picture that Jesus painted of how God 
views our resources and what we do with them. It is important as a steward 
to remember that you do have an account as Paul said in Philippians and 
when we invest in the Kingdom of God we sow into our account by touching 
others lives. Pray this through and do as the Holy Spirit leads you. No more, 
no less, and we will all be blessed.
 
II Corinthians 9:7 says, “Each one must do just as he has purposed in his 
heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
 



PRAYER
Father, thank you for this journey. It is always a blessing to walk with you. 
You teach me so much about life and living that I had no understanding 
of before. Holy Spirit please touch our church like never before and bring 
forth generous gifts that will touch thousands of lives for your glory. Amen.
 

NOTES
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